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Art Unit: 3636 

DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 11-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 1 , Applicant claims "at least two joints (1 0,30) which may pivot 
reciprocally" But does "joint element 10" really pivot? The "joint element 10" looks 
stationary. However, "middle joint element 20" look as if it pivots. Is that particular 
language worded incorrectly? 

In claim 15, it is not clear what Applicant is trying to define with the "cooperating 
fitting surfaces". Is Applicant trying define how the middle joint is hindered from further 
movement, as described on pages 9-10 of the specification? Then in claim 16, it is not 
clear how the "cooperating fitting surfaces are equipped with rotational stoppers" 
Applicant needs to more clearly describe the restriction of movement and the "fitting 
surfaces" in claims 15-16. 

In claim 23, linel , is the "seat device" the same as the "seat device" of claim 1 1? 
Is the "base" the same as the "support" in claim 1 1? Is the "mobile joint" the same 
"mobile joint" as in claim 11? 
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The aforementioned problems render the claims vague and indefinite. 
Clarification and/or correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 1-14,17-18, 20, and 23, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hickman (U.S. Patent No. 2,949,153). 

Hickman teaches a mobile joint for a seating construction for mounting between 
a seat device (1 5) of a seating construction and a support (18) for said seat device 
(1 5), comprising at least two joint elements (21 ,35) which may pivot reciprocally to a 
limited degree between two extreme positions in order to allow a tilting movement of the 
seat device, effected by the users weight displacement, characterized in that it contains 
a first joint element (21) mounted in a first end to the support (18) and in a second end 
only mounted pivotal to a first end of a middle joint element (30,32) in a first rotational 
axis (28,28), and further containing a second joint element (35) mounted in a first end 
to the seat device (15) and in the second end only mounted pivotal to a second end of 
the middle joint element (30,32) in a second rotational axis (39,40), wherein the said 
rotational axes (39,40) are horizontally displaced in relation to each other, and whereby 
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the joint may assume a stable tilting position between the two extreme positions, 
characterized in that the middle joint element consists of a number of joint sub- 
elements, wherein the mobile joint may take a number of additional stable tilting 
positions between the two extreme positions, is about 5-15 cm, characterized in that 
the horizontal distance between the rotational axes is about 6-10 cm, characterized in 
that at least two of the joint elements are spring-loaded in relation to each other, 
characterized in that the spring-load is created by an elastic material 75,78, 
characterized in that the spring load is adjustable (Column 5, lines 8-40). 

Claim 11-14, 17-18, 20, and 23,sofaras understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Morrison et al (U.S. Patent No. 2,932,341). 

Morrison et al teaches a mobile joint for a seating construction for mounting 
between a seat device (24) of a seating construction and a support (20) for said seat 
device (24), comprising at least two joint elements (94,96 and 56,66) which may pivot 
reciprocally to a limited degree between two extreme positions in order to allow a tilting 
movement of the seat device, effected by the users weight displacement, characterized 
in that it contains a first joint element (94,96) mounted in a first end to the support (20) 
and in a second end only mounted pivotal to a first end of a middle joint element (48,50) 
in a first rotational axis (44,46), and further containing a second joint element (56,66) 
mounted in a first end to the seat device (24) and in the second end only mounted 
pivotal to a second end of the middle joint element (48,50) in a second rotational axis, 
wherein the said rotational axes are horizontally displaced in relation to each other, and 
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whereby the joint may assume a stable tilting position between the two extreme 
positions, characterized in that the middle joint element consists of a number of joint 
sub-elements, wherein the mobile joint may take a number of additional stable tilting 
positions between the two extreme positions, is about 5-15 cm, characterized in that 
the horizontal distance between the rotational axes is about 6-10 cm, characterized in 
that at least two of the joint elements are spring-loaded in relation to each other, 
characterized in that the spring-load is created by a torsion spring, a spring coil, a plate 
spring, or an elastic material, (See specification and Figures). 

Claim 11-14, 17-18, and 22-23, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brownell (U.S. Patent No. 4,034,948). 

Brownell teaches a mobile joint for a seating construction for mounting between 
a seat device (32) of a seating construction and a support (12,14) for said seat device 
(32), comprising at least two joint elements (16, 26) which may pivot reciprocally to a 
limited degree between two extreme positions in order to allow a tilting movement of the 
seat device, effected by the users weight displacement, characterized in that it contains 
a first joint element (16) mounted in a first end to the support (12,14) and in a second 
end only mounted pivotal to a first end of a middle joint element (22,24) in a first 
rotational axis (18,20), and further containing a second joint element (26) mounted in a 
first end to the seat device (32) apd in the second end only mounted pivotal to a 
second end of the middle joint element (22,24) in a second rotational axis (28,30), 
wherein the said rotational axes (18,20,28,30) are horizontally displaced in relation to 



Application/Control Number: 10/500,906 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3636 

each other, and whereby the joint may assume a stable tilting position between the two 
extreme positions, characterized in that the middle joint element consists of a number 
of joint sub-elements, wherein the mobile joint may take a number of additional stable 
tilting positions between the two extreme positions, is about 5-15 cm, characterized in 
that the horizontal distance between the rotational axes is about 6-10 cm, 
characterized in that at least two of the joint elements are spring-loaded in relation to 
each other, characterized in that the spring-load is created by a torsion spring, a spring 
coil, a plate spring, or an elastic material, at least two joint elements may be locked in 
relation to each other. 

Claim 1 1-14 and 17-23, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tabor (U.S. Patent No. 3,599,232). 

Tabor teaches a mobile joint for a seating construction for mounting between a 
seat device (10) of a seating construction and a support (16) for said seat device (10), 
comprising at least two joint elements (14,22) which may pivot reciprocally to a limited 
degree between two extreme positions in order to allow a tilting movement of the seat 
device, effected by the users weight displacement, characterized in that it contains a 
first joint element (14) mounted in a first end to the support (16) and in a second end 
only mounted pivotal to a first end of a middle joint element (34,36,37,38) in a first 
rotational axis, and further containing a second joint element (22) mounted in a first end 
to the seat device (10) and in the second end only mounted pivotal to a second end of 
the middle joint element (34,36,37,38) in a second rotational axis, wherein the said 
rotational axes are horizontally displaced in relation to each other, and whereby the 
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joint may assume a stable tilting position between the two extreme positions, 
characterized in that the middle joint element consists of a number of joint sub- 
elements, wherein the mobile joint may take a number of additional stable tilting 
positions between the two extreme positions, is about 5-15 cm, characterized in that 
the horizontal distance between the rotational axes is about 6-10 cm, characterized in 
that at least two of the joint elements are spring-loaded in relation to each other, 
characterized in that the spring-load is created by a torsion spring, a spring coil, a plate 
spring, or an elastic material, characterized in that the spring-load is created by a 
torsion spring 91, characterized in that the spring load is adjustable, characterized in 
that the first and second joint elements have different spring-loads in relation to the 
middle joint element, at least two joint elements may be locked in relation to each 
other. 

Claims 15-16 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney B. White whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



J 



Application/Control Number: 10/500,906 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3636 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Rodney B. White, 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 
September 20, 2006 




